Monday, March 4, 2003
Exodus 34:1 – 35

God described Himself to Moses. We know that these kind and gentle attributes of God are true because He has proclaimed them and He does not deceive. However, in our own culture it is hard for us to reconcile these descriptions of God with His next words to Moses, “He punishes the children and their children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation.”  We know that the consequences of sin can indeed cause a family to suffer for many years.  We know, for instance that men and women who abuse each other and/or their children often were victims of abuse themselves as children, but God is saying more than that to Moses.


God is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love, and forgiving, but if there was one thing that the people following Moses had to understand, it was that sin absolutely separated them from God. God wanted this people to be with Him. He restated His covenant with them, but in order for that relationship to be an eternal relationship, the people had to be clean of sin and wickedness. Without that they could not be His people. Throughout the Old Testament, God showed them what had to be, but He was also teaching them that only He could make the impossible possible. Those who lived by faith recognized that only God could  be their Savior. All of the sacrifices that they would offer would be merely shadows of what would be accomplished in Christ. 

When Moses returned from the mountain a second time his face literally glowed.  He had truly been in the presence of the glory of God. In Chapter 34 Moses writes that God stood beside him and spoke to him.  In John 4 Jesus says that God is Spirit, and in John 6 He says that only He has seen the Father.  That doesn’t mean that Moses did not see God, but it does mean that it was a special kind of appearance that God created for him.
